Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 28th, 2020. 5:00PM
† Cynthia Ordona, †Cecilia Ordona, †Felomina Cancio, † Jesus Cancio,
†Romeo Ordona, †Basilisks Reyes by Jocelyn Ordona and family..
Sunday, March 29th, 2020, 10:30AM
†Debbie Leonard by Kerry Kelly
Tuesday, March 31st, 2020, 7:00PM
Pro Populo
Wednesday, April 1st, 2020, 7:00PM
Thanksgiving blessings offered by Shiela Cornelio..
Thursday, April 2nd, 2020, 9:00AM
For the intentions of Mrs. Elisabeth Langenbach
Friday, April 3rd, 2020, 9:00 AM
†Gregorio Nuñez Sr. by Nuñez family..
Saturday, April 4th, 2020. 5:00PM
Mass offered in honor of Our Ina Nuestra Sra De Katipanan
by Cora A. Garlando & Family..
Sunday, April 5th, 2020, 10:30AM
†Debbie Leonard by St Willibrord's Parish
___________________________________________________________
Prayer Before Mass

St. Willibrord Roman Catholic Church
351 Willibrord Ave., Verdun, QQ. H4G 2T7
Tel: 514-769-9678 Fax: 514-761-1717
Email: stwillibrordparish@videotron.ca Website: www.stwillibrordparish.org
Facebook: Find us under “Willibrord Parish Verdun QC”

March 29, 2020 —Fifth Sunday in Lent
Sunday: (March 29): "I am the resurrection and the life"
Courage to act in the light of God's truth
In God's economy we each have our "day" whether it be short or long. While time is limited, there is
enough for us to accomplish what God intends. God gives each of us our allotted portion in life. We
can either waste it or use it to the utmost for God's glory. Jesus did not let circumstances or pressure
dictate what he would do. Nor did he permit others to dictate his actions or timetable. He took action
of his own initiative and in his good time. Don't we often try to get God to do things in our way and on
our timetable?
Both the Romans and the Jews divided the day into twelve equal hours from sunrise to sunset. The
day's work and travel, however, ceased when the daylight was gone. If someone wanted to get their
day's work done, he had to do it before it got dark. Jesus made a spiritual analogy with our relationship
with God. While the light of Christ is with us, we must live and walk in the truth and grace of his light.
There's a right time to make peace with God, and that time is now. When darkness comes, then judgment follows for those who refuse God and spurn his love.
When Jesus announced that Lazarus was dead and that he was going to Jerusalem, Thomas showed
both his courage and pessimism. "Let us go, that we may die with him." This courage, however, was
not tempered with faith and hope in God's promise to bring victory out of defeat. Even though Thomas
was a witness to Lazarus' resurrection, he betrayed his master when arrest and death stared him in the
face. He doubted his master's resurrection until Jesus showed him the wounds of his passion. God
gives us faith, courage, and the strength we need to persevere through any trial and suffering we must
face in this life. If we embrace our cross with faith and trust in God, then we, too, will see victory and
glory in the end.

The hope of our resurrection
What is the significance of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead? It is more than a miraculous event. It
is a "sign" of God's promise to raise up all who have died in Christ to everlasting life. That is why Jesus asked Martha if she believed in the resurrection from the dead. The Christian creed, which is the
profession of our faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and in the saving power of God, culmiReceive, O Holy Trinity, One God, this Holy Sacrifice of the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus
nates in the proclamation of the resurrection of the dead on the last day and in life everlasting. This is
Christ, which I, Your unworthy servant, desire now to offer to Your Divine Majesty by the hands of
our faith and our hope.
this Your minister, with all the Sacrifices which have ever been or will be offered to You, in union
"If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
with that most Holy Sacrifice offered by the same Christ our Lord at the Last Supper, and on the Altar
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit which dwells in
of the Cross.
you" (Romans 8:11).
gives us the power of his Holy Spirit that we may be made alive in Christ. Even now we can exI offer it to You with the utmost affection of devotion, out of pure love for Your infinite goodness, and God
perience the power of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus in our personal lives. The Holy Spirit is ever
according to the most holy intention of the same Christ our Lord, and of our Holy Mother the Church. ready to change and transform us into men and women of faith, hope, and love. Do you believe that
the power of Jesus' resurrection is at work in your life today? Let the Holy Spirit strengthen within you
O God, almighty and merciful, grant us through this Holy Sacrifice, joy and peace, a holier life, time the life and joy of God and the hope of heaven.
to do penance, grace and consolation of the Holy Spirit, and perseverance in good works. Amen.
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=126
God is my help
___________________________________________________________
The name Lazarus means "God is my help". Jesus' parable about the poor man Lazarus, who died and
was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom (Luke 16:19-31), ends with a warning: "If they do not
Birthday Blessings to
hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the
Marc Charlebois, Kelly Cortez, Jonas Bolofer, Betty Luyten,
dead." Through Lazarus' sickness and subsequent death, God brought glory through his Son the Lord
Joshua Reginales, Joelle Bolofer and Bishop Alain Faubert
Jesus, who raised his friend from the dead in anticipation of his own death and resurrection. Our par___________________________________________________________
ticipation in the Lord's Supper in the Eucharist already gives us a foretaste of Jesus' transfiguration of
our bodies.copyright (c) 2020 Servants of the Word, source: www.dailyscripture.net, author Don Schwager
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Lenten Prayer for Spiritual Renewal
God, heavenly Father,
look upon me and hear my prayer
during this holy Season of Lent.
By the good works You inspire,
help me to discipline my body
and to be renewed in spirit.
Without You I can do nothing.
By Your Spirit help me to know what is right
and to be eager in doing Your will.
Teach me to find new life through penance.
Keep me from sin, and help me live
by Your commandment of love.
God of love, bring me back to You.
Send Your Spirit to make me strong
in faith and active in good works.
May my acts of penance bring me Your forgiveness,
open my heart to Your love,
and prepare me for the coming feast
of the Resurrection of Jesus.
Lord, during this Lenten Season,
nourish me with Your Word of life
and make me one
with You in love and prayer.
Fill my heart with Your love
and keep me faithful to the Gospel of Christ.
Give me the grace to rise above my human weakness.
Give me new life by Your Sacraments, especially the Mass.
Father, our source of life,
I reach out with joy to grasp Your hand;
let me walk more readily in Your ways.
Guide me in Your gentle mercy,
for left to myself I cannot do Your Will.
Father of love, source of all blessings,
help me to pass from my old life of sin
to the new life of grace.
Prepare me for the glory of Your Kingdom.
I ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son,
Who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever.
Amen.
https://www.catholic.org/prayers/prayer.php?p=790

ST. WILLIBRORD ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Part 1...
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
FOR LENT 2020
“We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:20)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This year the Lord grants us, once again, a favourable time to prepare to celebrate with renewed hearts the great mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus, the cornerstone of our
personal and communal Christian life. We must continually return to this mystery in mind
and heart, for it will continue to grow within us in the measure that we are open to its spiritual power and respond with freedom and generosity.
1. The paschal mystery as the basis of conversion
Christian joy flows from listening to, and accepting, the Good News of the death and resurrection of Jesus. This kerygma sums up the mystery of a love “so real, so true, so concrete,
that it invites us to a relationship of openness and fruitful dialogue” (Christus Vivit, 117).
Whoever believes this message rejects the lie that our life is ours to do with as we will.
Rather, life is born of the love of God our Father, from his desire to grant us life in abundance (cf. Jn 10:10). If we listen instead to the tempting voice of the “father of
lies” (Jn 8:44), we risk sinking into the abyss of absurdity, and experiencing hell here on
earth, as all too many tragic events in the personal and collective human experience sadly
bear witness.
In this Lent of 2020, I would like to share with every Christian what I wrote to young people
in the Apostolic Exhortation Christus Vivit: “Keep your eyes fixed on the outstretched arms
of Christ crucified, let yourself be saved over and over again. And when you go to confess
your sins, believe firmly in his mercy which frees you of your guilt. Contemplate his blood
poured out with such great love, and let yourself be cleansed by it. In this way, you can be
reborn ever anew” (No. 123). Jesus’ Pasch is not a past event; rather, through the power of
the Holy Spirit it is ever present, enabling us to see and touch with faith the flesh of Christ in
those who suffer.
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/papa-francesco_20191007_messaggioquaresima2020.html

CONFESSIONS will be heard 15 minutes before each Mass weekdays and on weekends.
BAPTISM Parents wishing to have their child baptized are asked to contact the Parish
Office at 514-769-9678. A meeting with Parents and Godparents is a pre-requisite.
Godparents must be baptized and confirmed in the Catholic Church.
MARRIAGE Please contact the Parish Office or Father Gregory well in advance, as it is
important to reserve the church before the Hall.

